




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































ON FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE IN HISTORY 219',
able mind will, nolens volens, take knowledge as its goal. Nor
does that happen from indifference to a wretchedness that may
befall us too-whereby we are guarded against all pretence of.
cool detachment-but because we realize the blindness of our
desires, since the desires of peoples and of individuals neutralize
each other.

If we could shake off our individuality' and contemplate the
history of the immediate future with exactly the same detach
ment and agitation as we bring to a spectacle of nature-for
instance, a storm at sea seen from land-we should perhaps.
,~xperience in full consciousness one of the greatest chapters in
the history of the human mind.

At a time when the illusory peace of thirty years in which we
grew up has long since utterly vanished, and a series of fresh wars
seems to be imminent i

when the established political forms of the greatest civilized
peoples are tottering or changing i

when, with the spread of education and communications, the
realization and impatience of suffering is visibly and rapidly
growing;

when social institutions are being shaken to their foundations
by world movements, not to speak of all the accumulated crises
which have not yet found their issues;

it would be a wonderful spectacle-though not for contem
porary earthly beings-to follow with knowledge the spirit of
man as it builds its new house, soaring above, yet closely bound
up with all these things. Any man with an inkling of what thal
meant would completely forget fortune and misfortune, and would
spend his life in the quest of that wisdom.

THE END




